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In this report:

1.
Speeches in English are reported in full.

2.
Speeches in other languages are summarised.

3.
Corrections should be handed in at Room 111, Mezzanine floor, not later than twenty–four hours after this report has been circulated.

4.
An alphabetical list of countries showing the status of their parliamentary delegations is to be found at the end of this report.
5.
The contents page for this sitting is given at the end of this report.

6. The EU and the western Balkans (resumed debate)
The PRESIDENT – We will now resume consideration of the report of the Political Committee “The EU and the western Balkans”, Document C/2066.

May I repeat that those speaking on behalf of the political groups will be limited to four minutes and that speakers on the list will be limited to three minutes? 

The debate is open.
(...)

I now call Mr Gaudi Nagy.

Mr GAUDI NAGY (Hungary) – Three minutes seems a brief time for me to summarise these important issues.

The report deals with many important aspects of the issues concerning the region in the field of security and stability. One aspect is especially painful – the abuse of the rights of Hungarians and all other minorities. After the first world war, Serbia acquired 60 000 square metres of the Hungarian kingdom’s territory, containing almost 500 000 Hungarian people. Serbia’s subsequent aim has been to integrate the region using soft and hard methods of ethnic cleansing. However, there are still 300 000 Hungarians in crowded communities in another part of Serbia, Vojvodina. After the second world war, there was a brutal massacre of Hungarians in which almost 50 000 were killed. 

During the war against Croatia, when the Croatian people tried to gain freedom by getting away from the Serbs, Serbia committed many war crimes against Croatian and Hungarian people. The Hungarian people were even used as shields in the front line of the war against Croatia. Many Serbian people were brought into the territory of Vojvodina to live in the middle of the Hungarian settlements. Now, as an everyday symptom, there are many conflicts in the settlements where the Hungarian people live. There is much aggression against them if they speak Hungarian, for example. 

The situation is unbearable. Until Serbia grants full rights of self-determination to the Hungarian community, and to all other communities, it cannot be a member of the European Union. The sorts of actions and habits I have described are against international law. Six young Hungarians living in Vojvodina, following a trial for beating a Serbian, were sentenced to 60 years’ imprisonment. They are now suffering in unbearable circumstances and should be freed. Until these young people are freed, Hungary will stop the accession of Serbia.

The PRESIDENT – Thank you.

(...)

The PRESIDENT – We now come to Amendment 14 revised, which reads as follows:

14.
After recital (iv) of the preamble to the draft recommendation, add the following new recital:

“The European Continent has not yet become the territory of freedom, law and security, since the EU to this day has not assured the necessary conditions, the collective rights or self determination in this respect. Today, among the peoples of historically and traditionally formed states in Eastern and Central Europe, only the Hungarians have had to bear an unfair and grave fate, imposed upon them at the beginning of the 20th century. The time has come to change this obviously unjust situation, since international law has made possible the self-determination of peoples. While the Estonians, Latvians, Lithuanians, Slovenians, Croatians, Bosnians, Montenegrins and Albanians in Kosovo won freedom and independence, based upon this right of self-determination, until now Hungarians could not even achieve autonomy. Three hundred thousand Hungarians are still living in Serbia and Hungary recently adopted a new law that ensures Hungarian citizenship for them without moving to Hungary. The peace and security of Europe cannot be guaranteed in the long run, with the denial of the basic rights in accordance with basic and binding provisions of international law of Hungarian people living outside of Hungary because of the injustice and cruel peace dictate signed in Versailles 90 years ago (4 June 1920 Trianon treaty). It is necessary to restore the self-determination for Hungarians in the Carpathian basin in order to avoid conflicts such as Kosovo or other Balkan states experienced during the past two decades;”

I call on Mr Gaudi Nagy to support Amendment 14 revised.

Mr GAUDI NAGY (Hungary) – The amendment deals with the absence of the right of self-determination for communities living in Serbia. The majority of them are Hungarians, but there are also Croatians. The European continent has not yet become a territory for freedom, law and security, because to this day the EU has not assured the necessary conditions for collective rights for self-determination.

After the abolition of communism, Estonians, Lithuanians, Latvians, Slovenians, Croatians, Bosnians, Montenegrins and Albanians in Kosovo wanted freedom and independence based on the right to self-determination. Hungarians, however, could not even achieve autonomy. There are 300 000 Hungarians in Serbia, so we must restore that right for Hungarians in the Carpathian basin to avoid conflict such as that which took place in Kosovo and other Balkan states over the past two decades. It is important that delegates support the amendment and I thank them in advance for doing so.

The PRESIDENT – Does anyone wish to oppose the amendment? …

I call Mrs Marjanovic.

Mrs MARJANOVIC (Serbia) – As I represent a partner country, I cannot vote, but I strongly oppose the amendment. I remind delegates that the whole region has disintegrated as a result for calls for self-determination. Serbia has adopted the highest standards of minority rights. We recently held elections for national minority councils, and we received a visit from the Hungarian Foreign Minister, Mr Martony, only a couple of days ago. He expressed support for our integration process and for the highest cooperation between our two countries.

The PRESIDENT – What is the opinion of the Committee?

Mr FASSINO (Italy) (summary) said the proposed amendment was against the whole spirit of the resolution and would lead to further conflict.

The PRESIDENT – I will now put the amendment to the vote.

(A vote was taken by show of hands)

Amendment 14 revised is rejected.
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